Nuclear Waste Isolalion Activities Report

Near-Surface Test Facility

The mining construction portion of the Near-Surface Test Facility
(NSTF) was completed in September, 1979, and test equipment is being
installed. The NSTF is being developed as a full-scale demonstration to
determine the effects on basalt of heat that would be emitted by nuclear
waste.

Three 700-foot tunnels forming a double-U-shaped cavern have been
drilled and blasted out of the side of Gable Mountain, located at the center
of DOE's Hanford Site, near Richland. During the nearly 15 months of

Workmen construct an instrument enclosure for computer equipment
that will measure and record data collected from heater tests at the
BWIP Near-Surface Test Facility.-
